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Tips & Tricks

Use/Abuse/Dependence

Per the Guidelines [Section I.C.5.b.2]:

When the provider documentation refers to use, abuse and dependence of the
same substance (e.g. alcohol, opioid, cannabis, etc.), only one code should be
assigned to identify the pattern of use based on the following hierarchy:

* If both use and abuse are documented, assign only the code for abuse

* If both abuse and dependence are documented, assign only the code for
dependence

* If use, abuse and dependence are all documented, assign only the code for
dependence

* If both use and dependence are documented, assign only the code for
dependence.
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Tips & Tricks

In Remission

Per the Guidelines [Section I.C.5.b.1]:

Selection of codes for “in remission” for categories F10-F19, Mental and
behavioral disorders due to psychoactive substance use (categories F10-F19
with -.11, -.21) requires the provider’s clinical judgment. The appropriate
codes for “in remission” are assigned only on the basis of provider
documentation (as defined in the Official Guidelines for Coding and Reporting),
unless otherwise instructed by the classification.

Mild substance use disorders in early or sustained remission are classified to
the appropriate codes for substance abuse in remission, and moderate or
severe substance use disorders in early or sustained remission are classified
to the appropriate codes for substance dependence in remission.

(Note: Bold text is new in FY2018)
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